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RAFT is a writing strategy that helps students understand their
roles as writers, the audience they will address, the varied
formats for writing, and the topic they'll be writing about. By
using this strategy, teachers encourage students to write
creatively, to consider a topic from a different perspective, and to
gain practice writing for different audiences.

When to use: ® Before reading ® During reading ® After reading

How to use: ® Individually ® With small groups ® Whole class setting

More writing strategies
Why use RAFT?

e It includes writing from different viewpoints.
e It helps students learn important writing skills such as audience, main idea, and
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How

RAFT | Reading Rockets
organization.
It teaches students to think creatively about writing by responding to the following
prompts:

Role of the Writer: Who or what are you as the writer? A pilgrim? A soldier? The
President?

Audience: To whom are you writing? A friend? Your teacher? Readers of a
newspaper?

Format: In what format are you writing? A letter? A poem? A speech?

Topic and strong verb: What are you writing about? Why? What's the subject or
the point?
It can be used across various content areas

to use RAFT

Display a completed RAFT example on the overhead.

Describe each of these using simple examples: role, audience, format, and topic.
(It may be helpful to write the elements on chart paper or a bulletin board for
future reference).

Model how to write responses to the prompts, and discuss the key elements as a
class. Teachers should keep this as simple and concise as possible for younger
students.

Have students practice responding to prompts individually, or in small groups. At
first, it may be best to have all students react to the same prompt so the class
can learn from varied responses.

Download blank templates

Blank RAFT form(http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/raft.pdf) (69K
PDF)*

RAFT
template(http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/RAFTWritingTemplate.pdf)
RAFT graphic organizer
template(http://thefirstgradediaries.blogspot.com/2011/11 /free-raft-graphic-
organizer.html)

Examples
Language Arts

This

site demonstrates using a RAFT to have students write about energy use in

transportation. Students are provided a list of Roles, Audiences, Formats, and Topics
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from which they may choose

RAFT ertlng Template for their writing assignment.

See example >

Type name(s)
Role Audience
Format Topic

Writing Assignment

http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/RAFTingExample.pdf
Science

This simple example shows how to use RAFT in a discussion about the role of different
plant parts.

See example >(http://www.readingrockets.org/content/pdfs/raft science.pdf) (130K
PDF)*

Raft Writing Interactive

This site uses technology to assist with RAFT writing assignments. It provides an
interactive template for students to type in possible Roles, Audiences, Formats, and
Topics.

See example >(http://www.vrml.k12.la.us/cc/18str/raft/raft.asp)

Differentiated instruction
For second language learners, students of varying reading skill, students with learning disabilities,
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and younger learners

1. Modify the strategy, so the student learns topic, role, format and audience
separately and distinctly. Examples:
o Write a letter to the President of the United States as yourself. What do you
want to write about? You choose the topic.
o Write an essay about how the school can do a better job of improving the
environment as yourself. Who do you want to write it to?
2. Have the student review the concept and assignment orally first. Be sure the
student can explain to you what is meant by role, audience, format and topic.
3. Use role playing as a method for explaining the different aspects of RAFT writing.
4. As students become comfortable in responding to RAFT prompts, you can create
more than one prompt for students to respond to after a reading, lesson, or unit.
Varied prompts allow students to compare and contrast multiple perspectives,
deepening their understanding of the content.
5. Students may decide on their own topic or the teacher may provide that element
in advance.

See the research that supports this strategy

AdLit.org. (2008). Raft Writing(http://www.adlit.org/strategies/19783).

Mitchell, D. (1996). Writing to learn across the curriculum and the English teacher.
English Journal, 85, 93-97.

Santa, C., & Havens, L. (1995). Creating independence through student-owned
strategies: Project CRISS. Dubuque, IA: Kendall Hunt.

Children's books to use with this strategy

I A b

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0395486688/readingrocket-20)

Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg

Separated from the colony, readers join two adventurous ants and see the world from a
very different perspective.

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0688178405/readingrocket-20)

I Face the Wind by Vicki Cobb , illustrated by Julia Gordon
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£ Children are encouraged to observe as experiment as they learn about
™ wind and air as well as practice science writing by describing their
£ findings.

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0439877555/readingrocket-20)

Frogs by Nic Bishop (Scholastic 2008)

Stunning close-ups of colorful frogs in their natural habitats taken by an acclaimed
photographer and biologist combine with clearly presented information on large, bright
pages, sure to intrigue as well as inform readers of all ages.

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/006000150X/readingrocket-20)

Diary of a Worm by Doreen Cronin , illustrated by Harry Bliss (HarperCollins)

What icky creature looks the same from both ends? The worm, of course! For the first
time ever, get the insider’s view of life from this creepy crawler’s perspective. He lives
underground with his family, eats his homework and does his best to annoy his sister —
documenting it all in a diary. Simple illustrations are the ideal complement to the
understated humor (though nonetheless laugh-out-loud tone) of the text.

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1416934987 /readingrocket-20)

The Bunnicula Collection: Books 1 to 3 by Deborah and James Howe , illustrated by
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Deborah and James Howe (Listening Library)

Harold the family dog narrates three stories of life with supernatural suspicions which
begins with Bunnicula, the bunny with fangs. In the Howliday Inn while boarding at the
Chateau Bow-Wow, Harold and Chester (the Monroe cat) encounter a werewolf, perhaps.
Chester and Harold must stop zombie vegetables when the Celery Stalks at Midnight.
Over-the-top humor is very appealing to a broad range of listeners (including adults!).

l-\-f wt Hltwd wal?

—————
o ey

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1929132735/readingrocket-20)

Are We There Yet? A Journey Around Australia by Verna Aardema (Kane/Miller, 2005)

The year Grace turned eight, her Mum and Dad took her and her siblings on a trip
around Australia. The kids "missed school for the whole winter term" and Grace
documented much of what she learned, where she went, and the adventures they had
as they experienced the diversity of the continent. Grace’s informal voice is informative
yet engaging, completed by line drawings and simple maps.

(http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0060097914/readingrocket-20)

Flat Stanley: His Original Adventure by Jeff Brown , illustrated by Macky Pamintuan
(HarperCollins)

Life as a paper-thin boy is not all bad as Stanley finds out. He was flattened by a
bulletin board bit adjusts quite well with the help of his parents to his new dimensions
— all of which makes for very funny reading (and travels in later books about Stanley
and his family).

Comments
cool...nice one

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on November 17, 2009 - 2:39am

reply
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give the information RAFT Books

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on January 28, 2011 - 1:01lam

reply

cool and awesome

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on January 30, 2012 - 6:36pm

reply

I have used RAFT projects with my 2nd Grade class and it is amazing. Students who
are usually reluctant writers love the idea of taking an alternate perspective, especially
of animals and objects. Example, my students wrote about "travelling" through the
water cycle as a water drop. They had to use the vocabulary of the water cycle that we
had already learned. The results were super!

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on July 13, 2012 - 5:42pm

reply

This really helped me out with my class project, and I have nothing else to say, but this
website is very informational

Submitted by Chanse Reddick (not verified) on February 7, 2014 - 1:50pm

reply

RAFT also works really well because it gives kids options. My kids use it to make
brochures, newspaper articles, and so on.

Submitted by Anonymous (not verified) on February 24, 2014 - 4:11pm

reply

Add comment

Literacy Apps

Find the best apps for building literacy skills.
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Target the Problem

Pinpoint the problem a struggling reader is having and discover ways
to help.

Ready for Kindergarten

What parents, teachers and child care providers need to know.

Our Podcasts

IIEII Watch or listen to our classroom video, author interviews and more.

FAQs About Reading

Real questions from parents and educators, answered by experts.

Reading Rockets is a national multimedia project that offers a wealth of research-based
reading strategies, lessons, and activities designhed to help young children learn how to
read and read better. Our reading resources assist parents, teachers, and other
educators in helping struggling readers build fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension
skills.

Copyright © 2015 WETA Public Broadcasting

About Us
Mission
Advisors
Partners
Staff
Awards
Donate
Contact Us

Reprint Policy
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http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/finding
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/summer
http://www.readingrockets.org/terms
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/self
http://www.readingrockets.org/books
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/commoncore
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/self/putdowns
http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/fun/ecards
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/advocate
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/booksbytheme
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/whatelse
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/nonfiction-for-kids
http://www.readingrockets.org/atrisk
http://www.weta.org/privacy
http://www.readingrockets.org/literacyapps
http://www.readingrockets.org/teachers/firstyear/fyt_program
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews
http://www.readingrockets.org/shows
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/assessment
http://www.readingrockets.org/helping/target
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Fun Stuff
Video

Our PBS Shows
In the Classroom
Meet the Expert
Webcasts

Audience

Parent

Teacher

Principal

Librarian
Preschool Teacher

School Counselor
School Psychologist
Speech Pathologist
PBS Station

Blogs

Shanahan on Literacy

Little Journey on the Prairie
Page by Page
Summer Adventures: Read. Talk. Explore!

Aiming for Access
Sound It Out
The Common Core Classroom

Reading Topics A-Z

Research, Guides & Resources

Connect and share

Newsletters

Growing Readers

Today's Headlines

Widgets
Facebook
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http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/sounditout
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/schoolpsychologists
http://www.readingrockets.org/shows
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/librarians
http://www.readingrockets.org/webcasts
http://www.readingrockets.org/news
http://www.readingrockets.org/books/fun/
http://www.readingrockets.org/research/
http://www.readingrockets.org/podcasts#meetexpert
http://www.readingrockets.org/atoz/
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/summer-adventure
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs
http://www.readingrockets.org/sharing/widgets
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/counselors
https://www.facebook.com/ReadingRockets.org
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/principals
http://www.readingrockets.org/newsletters
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/shanahan-on-literacy
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/parents
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/aiming-access
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/teachers
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/laura-ingalls-wilder-journey
http://www.readingrockets.org/video
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/preschool
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/pagebypage
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/asha
http://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/commoncoreclass
http://www.readingrockets.org/newsletters/extras
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/professionals/stations
http://www.readingrockets.org/podcasts#watchlearn
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Twitter
Pinterest(http://www.pinterest.com/readingrockets/)
RSS
YouTube(http://www.youtube.com/user/wetalearningmedia)
Tumblr(http://readingrockets.tumblr.com/)

'ﬁEI‘A (http://www.weta.org) Visit WETA's other education websites: Start with a

—*  Book(http://www.startwithabook.org/) | Colorin
Colorado(http://www.colorincolorado.org/) | AdLit(http://www.adlit.org/) | LD
OnlLine(http://www.ldonline.org/)

"Oh, magic hour, when a child first knows she can read printed words!" — A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, 1943
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http://www.readingrockets.org/sharing#rss
http://www.youtube.com/user/wetalearningmedia
http://www.adlit.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/readingrockets/
https://twitter.com/readingrockets
http://www.colorincolorado.org/
http://www.ldonline.org/
http://readingrockets.tumblr.com/
http://www.startwithabook.org/
http://www.weta.org/

