R.A.F.T.S. Writing Activity 
Advanced Learning Needs:  

This activity accommodates high performing students who perceive unusual and remote associations and connections, see and create patterns of meaning, are intellectually playful, are imaginative and can generate many unique and different responses, and use language that is advanced, colorful, and elaborative.

Differentiated Task:  

This flexible activity is a way to address many of the writing standards A  R.A.F.T.S activity allows the talented, high performing writer an opportunity to work through the complex task of forcing connections as he/she utilizes the selected role, audience, format, topic, and strong verb in unusual ways.  R.A.F.T.S. charts provide a structure that is both organized and open ended so that students are provided with differentiated tasks by adjusting the abstractness and the complexity of their choices.  There are also opportunities to differentiate by allowing students to choose activities which match individual learning styles.  A R.A.F.T.S. chart with fewer, more concrete choices could be used to stimulate ideas for writing for average and lower-performing students.

R.A.F.T.S. can easily be modified to address content across the curriculum including science, reading, and social studies.  Students could also be involved in brainstorming possible roles, audiences, formats, topics, and strong verbs to create additional R.A.F.T.S. charts.

Suggested Additional Resources:

Tomlinson, C. (2003).  Fulfilling the promise of the differentiated classroom.  Alexandria, VA:  ASCD.

Tomlinson, C. (2003).  Differentiation in practice:  A resource guide for differentiating curriculum, grades K-5.  Alexandria, VA:  ASCD.  

See attached sample R.A.F.T.S chart.

R.A.F.T.S. Writing Activity
This R.A.F.T.S. chart will help you to create a narrative or creative writing piece.  You should choose one item from each of the five columns.  Then make unusual connections and put all of these elements together to write about a topic or to tell a story.  Remember to utilize correct grammar and mechanics as you develop your writing.  

	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Topic
	Strong Verb

	Friend

Cat

Police officer

Travel agent

Journalist

Actor

Historian

Jogger

Sports writer

Boss

Shopper

Alien

Grandmother

Baby

Teacher

Mail Man

Singer

Bridge

TV

Artist

Adventurer

Inventor

Judge

Juror

A cell

Virus

Pizza

Rebel
	Mother

Father

Coach

Teacher

Baby sitter

Banker

Owner

Employer

Computer

Architect

Classmates

Principal

Judge

Fictional Character

Person from History

A visitor from another country

Museum Guest

Pen Pals

Scientist

Doctor


	Diary

Letter

Editorial

Want Ad

Article

Ballad

Recipe

Poem

Script

Interview

Bumper sticker

Obituary

Report

Song

Brochure

Cartoon

Biographical sketch

Advertisement

Application

Eulogy

Invitation

Poster

Resume


	Accident

Importance of honesty

Incomplete homework

Used car

Planets

Pioneer life

Role of women in the Civil War

Junk food

Baseball game

Olympics

Historic moment

Winning the lottery

Being lost in the woods

Seeing a shark

Event from history

Feelings

First Meeting

Walking in the park


	Promoting

Imagining

Warning

Defending

Denying

Inquiring

Inviting

Appealing

Persuading

Asserting

Coaxing

Questioning

Dreaming

Justifying

Arguing

Bragging




