Civil War RAFT Writing Assignment

	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Topic/Title

	Jefferson Davis
	Abraham Lincoln
	Formal Letter(s)
	“Let’s Find an End to this War”

	Abraham Lincoln
	Jefferson Davis
	Formal Letter(s)
	“Let’s Find an End to this War”

	Robert E. Lee
	His Wife
	Friendly Letter(s)
	“Events at Antietam”

	Union Soldier
	His Children
	Friendly Letter(s)
	“My Thoughts on the Civil War”

	Confederate Soldier
	His Mother
	Friendly Letter(s)
	“My Thoughts on the Civil War”

	Boots on a Confederate Soldier
	Future Generations
	Friendly Letter(s)
	“Lessons for Future Generations”

	Boots on a Union Soldier
	Future Generations
	Friendly Letter(s)
	“Lessons for Future Generations”

	Robert E. Lee’s Horse
	Robert E. Lee
	Reflective Journal
	“Can You Believe What We Have Seen”

	Atlanta
	General William T. Sherman
	Persuasive Paper
	“Please Change Your Mind”

	Robert E. Lee
	Jefferson Davis
	Formal Letter(s)
	“My Report of Events at Gettysburg”

	Prisoner of War at Andersonville
	Father
	Friendly Letter(s)
	“Why I Can’t Sleep at Night?”

	
	
	
	


From the list above, choose a row for your writing assignment.  Your goal is to portray your role accurately using the given format.  You will need to be creative!  Think of how your role would feel about the given title.  You must stay in character, even if your role’s point-of-view is different from your own.  You are not writing as an 8th grader but as a character from history.  Remember to use language appropriate to the time period but utilize proper conventions, voice, and creativity.  (Adapted from Amy Crosby)

Some Things to Consider Including—

Where did you sleep?  What did you eat?  What were your feelings throughout your experiences?  What role did you play specifically? Details of what you saw using figurative language.  In what battles did you participate? What were the outcomes of the battles you participated in?  What were your weapons? What was your uniform?  Who were your commanders/leaders?  Who did you fight along?

You Might Also Include-Maps, Pictures, Quotations, Statistics

Requirements

You should contain quality information in your writing.  

1. Underline at least 10 facts found in your research.

2. Utilize correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

3. Type, double spaced.

4. Include a works cited page-list articles, book, websites, etc. used for information, illustrations, maps, or pictures.

5. Show your creativity in telling your story.

6. Should be at least a page long of text (size 12 font, 1” margins)(
7. Have a cover page with the title of your writing, your name, the date, and period.

You will be able to do research on ____________________________ in class.  This will be test grade and will be do on ____________________________.

To do your research—

You will have part of Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday to research information for your writing assessment.  Each day, some students will utilize books while others utilize the lap tops.  

Possible Technology Resources--

http://www.civilwarhome.com/antietam.htm
http://etext.virginia.edu/civilwar/senior/
Grading Scale—RAFT Writing


Name _____________________
10 facts


#1


0

5


#2


0

5


#3


0

5


#4


0

5

#5


0

5

#6


0

5

#7


0

5

#8


0

5

#9


0

5



#10


0

5

Facts Underlined

0

2

Mechanics (0—8 or more errors; 2—3-7 errors; 4—1 or 2 errors; 6—no errors)

Stayed in Character

0

1

2

Correct Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar

0

2

4

6

Works Cited Requirements-

Title of Page


0

1

At least 3 books cited

0

1

2

3


At least 2 Internet sites cited
0

1

2



Sources in alphabetical order
0

5

Titles of Books Italicized
0

1

2

Include the Date You Visited each Web Site
0

1

2

Comments:

Total Points:
